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ENGAGING THE LIBERAL ARTS 100 
Transitions I: Contemporary Issues:  Facts versus Perception 

 

GETTING STARTED IN THE LIBRARY 

As you begin your research on your class project about some aspect of contemporary issues, you will 
want to go to the library web page (http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library). Unless you 
are already an expert on your topic, some background information or a general overview might be 
useful.  The titles listed below, all located in the reference section of Kelly Library, have good articles 
on many varied aspects of contemporary issues.  They are examples of specialized encyclopedias - 
they focus on a particular subject, as compared to general encyclopedias, such as Americana or 
World Book. 

Great Events from History. The 20th Century, 1971-2000 (REF/D421./G6296/2008) 
Encyclopedia of American Cultural and Intellectual History.  REF/E/169.1/.E624/2001 (3 vols.) 

Salem Decades Series. See some examples below. (a lso online as Salem History) 

 

The Forties in America (REF/ E169.12/.S2519/2011) 
The Fifties in America (REF/ E169.12/.S252/2005) 

 The Sixties in America (REF/ E169.12/.S253/1999) 
The Seventies in America (REF/ E169.12/.S254/2006) 
The Eighties in America (REF/E169.12/.S255/2008)  
The Nineties in America (REF/E169.12/.S256/2009) 
The 2000s in America (REF/E169.12/.A178/2013) 

 

Encyclopedia of Race and Racism.  REF/E/184/.A1/E584/2008 (3 vols.) 
Multicultural America: An Encyclopedia of the Newest Americans. REF/E/184/.A1/M815/2011 (4 vols.) 
Asian Americans : An Encyclopedia of Social, Cultural, Economic, and Political History.  
REF/E/184/.A75/A842648/2014 (3 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of Latino Culture: From Calaveras to Quinceañeras REF/E/184/.S75/E588/2014(3 vols.) 
Milestone Documents in African American History. REF/E/184.6/M55/2010 (4 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History.  REF/E/185/.E54/2006 (6 vols.) 
Reference Library of Black America. REF/E/185/.R455/2005 (5 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of Business Ethics and Society (REF/HF5387/.E53/2008) 
Gale Encyclopedia of E-Commerce (REF/HF5548.32/.G35/2012) 
Encyclopedia of Activism and Social Justice (REF/HM671/.E53) 
Encyclopedia of Social Psychology.  REF/HM/1007/.E53/2007 (2 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of American Social Movements. REF/HN/57/.E594/2004 (4 vols.) 
Encyclopedia of Sex and Gender (REF/HQ16/.E52/2007) 
Great Events from History: Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Events, 1848-2006 (REF/HQ73/ 
.G74/ 2007)  

Routledge International Encyclopedia of Queer Culture (REF/HQ76.96/.R68/2011) 
Encyclopedia of American Immigration. REF/JV/6465/.E53/2010  (3 vols.) 
Westôs Encyclopedia of American Law.  REF/KF/154/.W47/2005 (13 vols.) 
Culture Wars: An Encyclopedia of Issues, Viewpoints, and Voices. (electronic book) 

http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library
http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library
http://history.salempress.com/
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.S2519+2011/ce+++169.12+s2519+2011/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.S252+2005/ce+++169.12+s252+2005/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.S253+1999/ce+++169.12+s253+1999/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.S254+2006/ce+++169.12+s254+2006/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.S255+2008/ce+++169.12+s255+2008/-3,-1,,E/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE169.12+.A178+2013/ce+++169.12+a178+2013/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE184.A75+A842648+2014/ce+++184+a75+a842648+2014/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cE184.S75+E588+2014/ce+++184+s75+e588+2014/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHF5387+.E53+2008/chf+5387+e53+2008/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHF5548.32+.G35+2012/chf+5548.32+g35+2012/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/tencyclopedia+of+activism+and+social+justice/tencyclopedia+of+activism+and+social+justice/1%2C1%2C2%2CB/frameset&FF=tencyclopedia+of+activism+and+social+justice&1%2C%2C2/indexsort=-
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHM671+.E53/chm++671+e53/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHQ73+.G74+2007/chq+++73+g74+2007/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHQ73+.G74+2007/chq+++73+g74+2007/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S7?/cHQ76.96+.R68+2011/chq+++76.96+r68+2011/-3,-1,,B/browse
http://innopac.hal.org/search~S3?/cJV6465+.E53+2010/cjv+6465+e53+2010/-3,-1,,E/browse
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ELECTRONIC REFERENCE MATERIALS 

 
 

In addition to many print sources in the reference section, there are several databases that contain 
reference-type material.  Links to these sites are located on the library webpage, under the A-Z 
Databases link.  
 

Biographical Information 
 

Biography in Context - This database contains over 600,000 biographies on more than 500,000 
people as well as full-text articles from more than 170 award-winning Gale reference sources in a 
broad range of subject areas. (Remember that many of the print sources above will also have 
biographical information.) 
 

 
 
   
 

http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library/books-articles-and-more/journal-articles-databases/
http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library/books-articles-and-more/journal-articles-databases/
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/vic_ehc?db=BioRC
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    General Online Reference Resources 
 

Credo Reference - Contains hundreds of reference books in a broad range of subjects.  See sample 
search on racial profiling below: 
 

 
 
 

 
Gale Virtual Reference Library - Database of encyclopedias, almanacs, and specialized reference 
sources for multidisciplinary research.  See sample search below: 
 

 

http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.credoreference.com
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://find.galegroup.com/gvrl/start.do?prodId=GVRL&userGroupName=vic_ehc
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FINDING MATERIAL WITH THE ONLINE CATALOG (HAL) 
 

After you have found some general information, you might want longer, more detailed information.  
One great place to look is in the online catalog.  Emory & Henry belongs to a group, or a consortium, 
of four libraries called Holston Associated Libraries, and they share a common catalog.  Sometime 
you will hear library staff members refer to the catalog as HAL.  All types of items are in our catalog; 
besides books, there are DVDs, CDs, videocassettes, audiocassettes, electronic books and other 
electronic resources.  You can search for material in several different ways: by subject, title, author 
and keyword.  The screenshot below is from a subject search on DiscriminationðUnited States.  
As you see this record provides information about the book, title, author, where to find it, etc.  This 
sample search is very basic, but there are many ways you can limit or tailor your search.  We wonôt go 
deeply into that now, but the library staff wants you to be aware of the catalog and that it has the 
holdings in all kinds of formats of its member libraries.  The most important thing to remember is to 
ask for help!      
  

 
 
 
 

 

WHAT DO THESE STRANGE LETTERS AND NUMBERS MEAN? 

After you have found books and other material in the catalog, how do you find these things in the 
library?  The call numbers donôt look like what you are used to in your school learning resource center 
or local public library.  Thatôs because Kelly Library uses the Library of Congress classification 
system.   
  

http://innopac.hal.org/search
http://innopac.hal.org/search
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/
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FINDING ARTICLES IN DATABASES 
 

Besides books, you will want to find articles on your chosen topic.  Articles generally fall into two 
groups: popular magazines and scholarly periodicals.  You have online access to both kinds of 
articles through the many databases this library subscribes to.  Take a look at the A-Z Databases link 
on the library webpage.  There are dozens of databases, and most of them are partially or completely 
full-text.  Some databases that you may find helpful are listed below. 
 

Academic Search Complete ï periodical database that includes both popular and scholarly journals.  
This database has many full-text articles as well as indexing and abstracting for many other journals. 
See sample search below on ISIS AND recruitment.  Notice the option to limit the search by several 
means, such as full text and date. 

 

Americaôs Newspapers ï Americaôs Newspapers from Newsbank provides the full text of over 700 
U.S. newspapers.  Although newspapers may not be considered scholarly sources, they can be 
helpful in giving you information as the event was, or is, unfolding; tracing a story through the 
newspaper can give you a day-by-day breakdown of it. Below is a search on ñsame-sex marriageò 
AND Virginia limited by the last 12 months 

 

http://www.ehc.edu/academics/resources/kelly-library/books-articles-and-more/journal-articles-databases/
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=a9h
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://infoweb.newsbank.com/?db=NewsBank
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CQ Researcher Online - One of the definitive reference resources for research in American 
government, politics, history, public policy, current affairs and global issues. Each single-themed, 
12,000-word report provides researchers with an introductory overview; background and chronology 
on the topic; an assessment of the current situation; tables and maps; pro/con statements from 
representatives of opposing positions; and bibliographies of key sources. 

 
 

 

General OneFile ï News and periodical articles on a wide range of topics: business, computers, 
current events, economics, education, environmental issues, health care, hobbies, humanities, law, 
literature and art, politics, science, social sciences, sports, technology, and many general interest 
topics. 

JSTOR ï Scholarly online journal collection that contains the full text back file of journals from a 

variety of subject areas.  There is a 3 to 5 year moving wall that will not include the most recent 

articles of each journal. 

http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/vic_ehc?db=ITOF
http://ezproxy.ehc.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/

